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Abstract 

Many organizations face challenges with their Salesforce security practices, particularly in user 

authentication. Salesforce's security model provides reliable features, yet teams often fail to use 

these tools properly or set them up incorrectly.This approach outlines essential steps to enhance 

Salesforce authentication, including configuring multi-factor authentication and developing 

effective user training programs. These strategies are designed to strengthen the security of your 

Salesforce environment, protecting it against unauthorized access. 
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Creating an Implementation Roadmap 

Connected apps play a pivotal role in access management, offering developers and administrators the 

tools needed to securely integrate third-party applications with Salesforce. These apps facilitate secure 

communication between systems by enforcing controlled access through protocols like OAuth 2.0. As 

part of an implementation roadmap, connected apps ensure that data exchange remains secure and 

compliant with organizational policies, laying the foundation for robust security practices. 

In the modern digital landscape, implementing Multi-Layer Authentication (MLA) has become essential 

for safeguarding sensitive information within Salesforce. This approach involves combining multiple 

authentication mechanisms, such as password protection, token-based verification, and biometric 

methods, to strengthen access security. Rather than relying solely on a single authentication layer, MLA 

ensures that if one layer is compromised, additional safeguards remain in place to protect the system. 

This layered defense mechanism enhances resilience against unauthorized access and potential breaches. 

The integration of multi-layered authentication into Salesforce security frameworks not only strengthens 

the system’s defenses but also aligns with best practices for enterprise security. By combining connected 

apps with MLA, organizations can create a secure environment that supports seamless user experiences 

while prioritizing data integrity and confidentiality. This holistic approach ensures that Salesforce 

implementations are not only functional but also fortified against evolving security threats. 
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Setting Up Strong Password Policies 

Complex passwords alone won't guarantee security, but they are a vital first line of defense. Experience 

shows that security and usability must align seamlessly. Users require practical password policies that 

strike a balance between safeguarding accounts and ensuring ease of use. These policies should include 

moderate complexity rules, which encourage strong yet manageable passwords, and reasonable 

expiration periods to minimize the risk of long-term vulnerabilities. Additionally, implementing smart 

account lockout settings such as temporarily locking accounts after several failed login attempts helps 

thwart brute-force attacks while avoiding unnecessary disruptions for legitimate users. Together, these 

measures provide robust protection without overwhelming the user.Users might write down overly 

complicated passwords, which makes security worse. 

 

Configuring Multi-Factor Authentication 

Multi-factor authentication (MFA) became a contractual requirement for all Salesforce customers in 

February 2022, marking a significant step forward in securing accounts against unauthorized access. The 

implementation of MFA has proven to be a crucial security measure, offering strong protection against 

malicious login attempts. For optimal security, Salesforce recommends using its approved verification 

methods, including the Salesforce Authenticator mobile app, third-party authenticator apps like Google 

Authenticator and Microsoft Authenticator, and built-in authenticators such as Touch ID, Face ID, and 

Windows Hello. These methods ensure that even if login credentials are compromised, access to 

accounts remains secure through additional verification steps. 

Establishing IP-Based Access Controls 

IP-based access control enhances Salesforce's security model by adding a critical layer of protection 

through network location-based access. By configuring trusted IP ranges, organizations can manage 

access more effectively. This setup offers two key advantages: first, users within trusted networks can 

access the system without requiring additional verification, streamlining their experience. Second, users 

attempting to log in from outside approved IP ranges must undergo extra authentication steps, 

strengthening security. Additionally, IP restrictions at the profile level prevent any login attempts from 

unauthorized networks. It is essential for organizations to regularly review and update these IP ranges to 

ensure they align with evolving network policies and security needs. 

 

Fig I:outline [1] 

Single Sign-On (SSO)  

Single Sign-On (SSO) simplifies the process of accessing multiple applications by allowing users to log 

in with a single set of credentials. This not only enhances user convenience but also strengthens security 

and improves the overall user experience. To set up SSO in Salesforce, first configure an Identity 
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Provider (IdP), such as Okta or ADFS, to manage centralized user authentication. Then, enable the 

SAML or OAuth protocol in Salesforce to configure it as a Service Provider (SP). Afterward, obtain the 

metadata from both the IdP and SP to ensure proper configuration. Finally, test the login flow to confirm 

seamless authentication between the IdP and SP, ensuring that the SSO process is secure and efficient 

for users. 

 

OAuth 2.0 

OAuth 2.0 is an open standard for secure authorization, enabling applications to access resources on 

behalf of a user without having to expose their credentials. The OAuth 2.0 is very popular when it comes 

to integration and delegated access. 

CORS (Cross-Origin Resource Sharing) 

CORS is a browser-enforced security feature that governs cross-origin HTTP requests made by 

JavaScript within web applications. It allows or restricts these requests based on rules defined by the 

server, ensuring controlled communication between different domains. This mechanism is crucial for 

protecting web applications from malicious cross-origin attacks such as cross-site request forgery 

(CSRF). 

In the context of Salesforce, CORS plays a significant role in enabling secure interactions between 

external web applications and Salesforce APIs. When external applications hosted on different domains 

need to access Salesforce data, CORS ensures that such requests are processed securely. Administrators 

can configure the allowed domains in Salesforce settings, defining which external sources can interact 

with Salesforce resources. This controlled approach prevents unauthorized access while maintaining the 

flexibility required for integration. 

By leveraging CORS, Salesforce supports modern web application architectures where cross-domain 

communication is often necessary. It ensures a balance between security and functionality, allowing 

external systems to interact with Salesforce APIs without compromising data integrity. This capability is 

particularly valuable for developers building integrated solutions that require seamless communication 

across platforms. 

 

Connected Apps 

A Connected App in Salesforce serves as a framework that enables secure integration of external 

applications with Salesforce using various APIs and protocols, such as OAuth 2.0, SAML, or OpenID 

Connect. It facilitates secure authentication and data exchange between Salesforce and external systems, 

ensuring that only authorized applications can access sensitive data. The Connected App supports 

features like Single Sign-On (SSO), allowing users to seamlessly log into multiple systems with a single 

set of credentials. Additionally, it supports API integration for data exchange and delegated access, 

enabling external applications to access Salesforce resources on behalf of users, all while maintaining 

robust security standards. 

Named Credentials     

Named Credentials in Salesforce simplify the authentication process and connection to external APIs by 

centralizing the management of endpoints and credentials. They help abstract and secure API 

authentication details, ensuring sensitive information like usernames, passwords, and tokens are not 

hardcoded in Apex code, which improves security. By associating a credential with an external service's 
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endpoint, Named Credentials make callout management in Salesforce easier and more streamlined. This 

setup allows administrators to manage and update authentication settings in one place, reducing 

complexity and enhancing the overall security and maintainability of integrations with external systems. 

Salesforce-to-Salesforce 

Salesforce-to-Salesforce (S2S) is a native feature that allows two Salesforce organizations to exchange 

data in real-time, simplifying collaboration between business partners. With S2S, users can easily share 

records related to both standard and custom objects between Salesforce orgs without the need to build 

custom integrations. This feature ensures that data is exchanged seamlessly, and updates are reflected in 

real time across the organizations, enhancing efficiency and reducing the risk of data inconsistencies. By 

leveraging S2S, businesses can streamline data sharing and maintain up-to-date information across 

systems. 

External Services 

External Services allow declarative integration with REST APIs by importing their specifications (open 

API/Swagger) into Salesforce. This feature simplifies invoking external services through flows or Apex 

without custom code for API setup. 

Apex Callouts 

Apex Callouts allow Salesforce to make HTTP requests (REST or SOAP) to external systems, providing 

full control over request and response structures. 

Session Management 

Session Management in Salesforce governs how user sessions are authenticated, maintained, and 

secured. It ensures a balance between security and user convenience. 

Remote Site Settings 

Remote Site Settings are required to whitelist external URLs for making HTTP callouts from Salesforce. 

Without this, Salesforce will block callouts for security reasons. 

Managing User Authentication Rollout 

Newauthentication measures need careful planning and user-focused implementation to roll out 

successfully. Change management plays a vital role in security adoption. Studies reveal employees use 

only 50% of available CRM functionalities. 

Creating User Training Programs 

Our training programs are designed with a focus on role-based learning to ensure effectiveness. The 

Multi-Factor Authentication Rollout Pack, with its customizable templates and guidance, is a key part of 

this approach, ensuring users are well-prepared. The training is structured around short, focused 30-

minute sessions that address role-specific scenarios and workflows. Interactive walkthroughs engage 

users actively, and continuous support resources are provided to assist throughout the learning process, 

ensuring a smooth and comprehensive training experience. 

Tracking Security Metrics 

Security Center dashboard has changed how we watch and keep our security model strong in Salesforce. 

We can look deep into detail to get analytical insights and show we meet regulatory standards. We 
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quickly put protective measures in place when we notice security incidents. These include shutting down 

specific user access or blocking IP addresses. 

Implementing Continuous Improvement 

Daily attention and team involvement are essential for continuously improving Salesforce security. We 

take a scientific approach to this process, where we develop theories based on our mental models and 

test them through experiments, ensuring a methodical enhancement of our security protocols. Team 

participation plays a crucial role in driving this success. We encourage our team members to share new 

ideas and perspectives, actively engage in decision-making, provide feedback on existing security 

measures, and report any security concerns they encounter. This collaborative and proactive approach 

helps us maintain a strong, adaptive security posture that can effectively address emerging threats. 

Positive reinforcement and constructive feedback keep employee involvement high. Making 

improvement a daily habit means every team member helps make our security practices better. 

Conclusion 

Authentications are actually at the base of Salesforce security and help any organization avoid 

unauthorized access and data breaches. A comprehensive approach involves planning, multi-layered 

authentication, and user management which creates a robust structure of security that adapts as newer 

threats emerge in the market. 

Everyone must know his or her responsibility and actively participate for security practices to succeed. 

Organizations can create a secure Salesforce environment where precious data can be protected while 

business operations are facilitated by careful planning, step-by-step implementation, and consistent 

monitoring. 
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